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Birth'--. 


Deaths, 


^ZCTItTU^I-,  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

TO  THE 

CANNOCK  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1895. 


Gentlemen-, 

Tn  this  my  eighteenth  and  last  Annual  Report  to 
your  Authority  for  the  year  ended  December  3 1st,  1895,1 
have  to  state  that  the  number  of  Births  registered  in  your 
District  during  t lie  year  is  426  males  and  435  females, 
total  861  ; against  438  males,  and  102  females,  total  840, 
which,  taking  the  population  as  21,000,  as  estimated 
to  the  middle  of  the  previous  year,  gives  a birth-rate 
of  41  per  thousand,  living;  against  438  males  and  402 
females,  total  840,  with  a birth-rate  of  40  per  thousand 
in  1894. 


The  number  of  Deaths  registered  as  having  occurred 
in  your  District,  during  the  same  period,  is  204  males  and 
143  females,  total  347,  with  a death-rate  at  per  thousand 
of  population  of  16  5;  against  193  males  and  138  females, 
total  331,  with  a ratio,  at  per  thousand  living,  of  1576  in 
the  previous  year. 


During  the  year  your  Distinct  has  been  tolerably 
exempt  from  any  of  the  diseases  classed  as  Zymotic; 
towards  the  end  there  was  a serious  accession  of  Scat  lat  inn, 
although  not  attended  with  much  mortality ; Measles  also 
became  very  prevalent  about  the  same  time,  and  increased 
in  prevalence  up  to  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Deaths  under 
1 year. 


Deaths  per 
rent,  on  num- 
ber born  dur- 
ing the  year. 


Table  i. 


Small  Pox. 


Scarlatina. 


There  have  been  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  Deaths 
under  one  year  of  age,  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  in  t he 
District,  and  t\v  > in  th  ■ Workhouse,  with  a ratio  of 
0-9  per  thousand  of  population ; against  one  hundred  and 
thirty-one  in  the  preceding  year,  with  a death-rate  of  b'2 
per  thousand  of  population.  One  of  the  two  which 
occurred  in  the  Workhouse  belonged  to  Cannock,  the  other 
to  B rewood. 

The  rate  per  cent,  on  the  number  born  during  t lie- 
year  is  14‘4,  against  15-595  and  14**7,  against  17  82  per 
cent,  on  the  mean  of  the  two  preceding  years. 

Of  the  above  Deaths  one  is  due  to  Scarlatina,  one 
Membranous  Croup,  one  Measles,  four  Whooping  Cough, 
seven  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentry,  one  Ph tilths,  thirtv  Bron- 
cliitis,  Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy,  and  seventy -lime  to  all 
other  Diseases;  against  one  to  Small  Pox,  one  Whooping 
Cough,  four  Diarrhoea,  thirty-six  Bronchitis  and  Pleurisy, 
one  Injury,  and  eighty-eight  all  other  Diseases  in  1894. 

The  following  Table  shews  the  number  of  Deaths 
which  have  occurred  in  children  during  the  first  year  of 
life,  with  the  death-rate  at  per  thousand  of  population, 
also  the  rate  per  cent,  on  the  number  born  during  t lie 
year,  and  t lie  mean  of  each  and  its  preceding  year,  for  the 


ten  years  1886- 

-1895  : 

1830 

1887 

1888 

1880 

18,10 

1801 

1 832 

1803 

1804 

1895 

Deaths  under  1 year 

no 

117 

111 

106 

107 

102 

104 

171 

131 

124 

Dentil  Halo  nt.  perX 
looo  of  Population  ( 
in  Children  under . 

1 year  of  age.  ) 

! 

G*83 

0-34 

0 

5-21 

0-32 

7-8 

8-11 

C*2 

6*0 

Death  rate  per  cent  "t 
on  number  born  [- 
during  the  year  ) 

13-58 

16-2 

16*62 

11-22 

12-70 

2D80 

13-11 

10  25 

15-505 

14-4 

Death  rate  per  cent") 
on  mean  of  number  ( 
horn  during  each  .t  . 
its  preceding  year! 

13-41 

10-31 

1501 

14  87 

12-01 

1008 

20 

18-G1 

17  82 

14*7 

There  lias  not  been  any  death  referred  to  Small  Pox 
during  the  past  year;  against  two  in  the  previous  year. 


Micro  have  been  throe  deaths,  one  under  and  t wo  over 
live  years  ol  age,  from  Scarlatina  ; against  four,  two  under 
and  two  over  .five  years  of  age,  in  1894. 

I here  has  not  been  any  death  from  Diphtheria,  as  in 
t lie  previous  year. 


Diphtheria. 
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Membranous 

Croup. 


Fevers  : — 
Enteric. 


Puerperal 


Erysipelas. 


Measles. 


Whooping 

Cough. 


Diarrhoea. 


Rheumatic 

Fever. 


Phthisis. 


There  has  been  one  death,  under  five  years,  from 
Membranous  Croup  ; against  one,  also  under  five,  in  the 
preceding  year. 


There  have  been  three  deaths,  all  over  five  years, 
attributed  to  Enteric  Fever;  against  one  death,  over  five 
vears,  from  the  same  cause  in  1894. 

There  has  not  been  any  death  from  Puerperal  Fever; 
as  also  in  the  previous  year. 

There  has  not  been  any  death  attributed  to  Erysipelas 
either  in  the  past  or  its  preceding  year. 

There  has  been  one  death  from  Measles,  under  five 
years  of  age;  against  none  in  1894. 

There  have  been  seven  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough, 
all  under  five  years  of  age  ; against  three,  also  under  five 
years,  in  the  previous  year. 

Fifteen  deaths,  ten  under  and  five  over  five  years  of 
age,  have  been  registered  from  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentry, 
and  of  these  the  latter  number  occurred  in  the  Workhouse, 
three  belonging  to  Cannock,  one  to  Bednall,  and  one  to 
Cheslyn  Flay.  The  death-rate  at  per  thousand  of  popula- 
tion being  71  ; against  eight  deaths,  with  a ratio  of  ’38 
per  thousand  of  population  in  1894. 

Two  deaths  are  ascribed  to  Rheumatic  Fever,  both 
over  five  years  of  age,  and  having  occurred  in  the  District ; 
against  one  in  1894. 


Sixteen  deaths  have  resulted  from  Phthisis,  three 
under  and  thirteen  over  five  years  of  age,  the  three  former 
in  the  District,  and  two  of  the  latter  in  the  Workhouse, 
•with  a ratio  of  *76  per  thousand  of  population;  against 
twelve,  with  a ratio  of  ’57  per  thousand,  in  the  previous 
year.  The  first  of  these  occurred  on  January  10th,  in  a 
married  woman,  *20  years  of  age,  in  \\  alsall-road,  Cannock  ; 
the  next  on  16th  of  same  month,  in  a female,  aged  17 
months,  and  is  referred  to  Tuberculosis,  at  Ghadsmoor; 
the  next  is  a man,  a baker,  aged  22  years,  at  the  Work- 
house,  belonging  to  Norton  Canes;  the  next  on  March  the 
10th,  male,  a sawyer,  aged  36  years,  of  Jttawnsley;  next 
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Bronchitis, 
Pneumonia, 
and  Pleurisy 


Table  2. 


Heart 

Disease, 


on  March  30th,  a miner,  aged  46  years,  at  Hednesford; 
next  on  April  17th,  a printer,  aged  34  years,  in  the  Work- 
house, but  of  Cannock;  next  on  May  18th,  a farmer,  aged 
57  years,  at  Cannock  Wood;  next,  a child,  aged  3 years, 
male,  registered  as  General  Tuberculosis,  on  May  21st,  at 
Hednesford;  next  on  August  1 1th,  a widow,  aged  45  years, 
at  Stafford-road,  Cannock;  next  on  15th  of  same  month, 
in  a male,  aged  19  years,  no  occupation  assigned,  of  Price- 
street,  Cannock  ; on  September  1st,  female,  aged  27  years, 
married,  of  Uxbridge-street,  Hednesford ; on  September 
4th,  female,  married,  aged  32  years,  of  Chadsmoor;  on 
23rd  of  same  month,  a male,  aged  53  years,  horsekeeper,  of 
Stonetields,  Cannock  ; on  October  26th,  a male,  aged  42 
years,  labourer  of  Old  Fallow;  on  November  30tli,  female, 
aged  28  years,  married,  of  Church  Hill,  Hednesford  : and 
on  December  28th,  a female  infant,  aged  8 months,  of 
Hednesford. 

Note. — One  case  has  been  returned  to  me  as  certified 
primary  Bronchitis,  secondary  Phthisis,  and  is  included 
with  cases  of  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy. 

From  Bronchitis.  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy,  there  have 
been  forty-five  deaths  under,  and  thirty -three  over  live 
years  of  age,  in  the  District,  and  six  over  five  years  in  the 
Workhouse,  total  eighty-four,  with  a death-rate  of  four 
per  thousand  of  population  ; against  fifty-five  under  and 
thirty-eight  over  five  years  of  age,  total  ninety-three,  with 
a death-rate  of  4' 42  per  thousand,  in  1894. 

The  following  Table  shews  the  mortality  from  this 
class  of  diseases  for  the  ten  years  1886  to  1895. 


Deaths  from  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy  : — 


188(1 

1887 

1888 

1880 

1830 

1801 

1802 

1893 

1804 

1805 

Under  5 

40 

20 

30 

47 

87 

83 

30 

33 

55 

45 

Above  5 

27 

30 

32 

33 

37 

03 

43 

40 

38 

30 

07 

50 

02 

80 

71 

UC 

87 

70 

03 

84 

1 here  have  been  seventeen  deaths  in  the  District,  and 
seven  in  the  Workhouse,  all  over  five  years  of  age,  from 
1 1 earl  Disease  (of  these  latter  five  belonged  to  Cannock, 
<me  to  Brewood,  and  one  to  Bushbury),  total  Iwenlv-four, 
a ratio  at  per  thousand  of  population  of  1*14 ; against  two 
under  and  thirty  over  five  years  of  age,  with  a ratio  of  1'5 
in  the  previous  year. 
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Injuries. 


All  Other 
Diseases. 


Zymotic 

Diseases. 


Table  3. 


Nino  deaths  have  occurred  from  Injuries  in  the  Dis- 
trict, and  one  in  the  Workhouse,  also  belonging  to  Cannock, 
all  over  five  years  of  age,  total  ten,  a ratio  at  per  thousand 
of  population  of  '47b  ; against  eleven  from  similar  causes, 
with  a ratio  of  '52  per  thousand  of  population,  in  1894. 
The  first  case  happened  on  January  3rd,  and  was  from 
drowning  whilst  skating,  at  Hednesford ; the  next  was  on 
the  14th  of  the  same  month,  and  resulted  from  a fall  of 
rock  in  the  Wood  Pit,  at  Rawnsley ; the  third  was  from 
injuries  received  in  a case  of  over-winding  at  No.  3 Pit, 
West  Cannock  Colliery ; the  fourth  from  a fall  of  roof, 
also  at  the  West  Cannock  Colliery;  the  fifth  also  from  the 
same  accident  in  the  same  Colliery  ; the  sixth  was  a case 
of  suicide,  resulting  from  a mineral  train  on  L.  it  N.-W. 
Railway,  near  to  Hawkes  Green  ; the  next  was  a case  of 
accidental  drowning,  whilst  bathing,  at  Wimblebury ; the 
next  from  injuries  received  by  a fall  at  the  East  Cannock 
Colliery;  next  a case  of  suicide,  by  hanging,  at  Bradbury- 
lane  ; and  last  from  congestion  of  lungs,  consequent  on  a 
fall  out  of  bed,  at  the  Workhouse,  in  a subject  78  years 
of  age. 

Non:. — One  case  not  included  here,  nor,  I believe,  in 
the  cases  for  1894,  occurred  on  December  31st,  1894,  and 
was  returned  to  me,  with  other  deaths,  in  the  week  ending 
January  12th,  1895. 

From  All  other  Diseases  there  have  been  ninety-two 
deaths  under,  and  sixty-four  over  five  years  of  age, 
in  the  District,  and  two  under,  and  twenty-three  over  five 
vears  of  aye,  in  the  Workhouse,  total  one  hundred  and 
eighty-one,  with  a death-rate  at  per  thousand  of  popula- 
tion of  8 6 ; against  a total  of  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
three,  with  a death-rate  at  per  thousand  of  11 0,  in  the 
previous  year. 

The  following  Table  shews  the  number  of  Births, 
with  the  birth-rates,  also  the  number  of  Deaths,  with  the 
death-rates,  from  the  seven  most  prevalent  Zymotic 
Diseases,  frequently  prevailing  as  Epidemics,  for  the  ten 
years  1886  to  1895. 


Total 


Births  for  years 


Birth  Rate  at  per  > 
huioof  population.) 


1SSC  1887  1888  1889  1890  1891  1892  189:1  1891  189.'i 

870  722  715  7-18  888  877  900  883  810  801 

51-5  12  47  42  0533  42  17  U'078  42  57  Vril  12  28  10  11 
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Deaths  under 
5 years  of  age. 


Infl  uenza. 


Deaths  in 
W orkhouse. 


I nquests. 


Total  Deaths  from  : — 


1886 

1887 

1888 

18s0 

1890 

1S91 

1892 

1893 

1891 

1895 

Small  Pox.. 

... 

2 

... 

... 

2 

... 

Mensles 10 

2 

3 

10 

2 

21 

... 

33 

... 

1 

Scarlatina 

i 

1 

11 

7 

5 

3 

8 

4 

3 

Diphtheria  

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

Whooping  Cough...  7 

... 

3 

2 

13 

4 

3 

7 

Continued  Fevers — 

Typhus 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  1 

... 

2 

2 

1 

2 

... 

1 

3 

Other  or  Doubtful 

i 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Diarrhoea  & Dysentry  3 

12 

14 

0 

19 

17 

10 

27 

8 

15 

1880 

1887 

1888 

1899 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1891 

1895 

Deaths  from  7 Zy- 
motic Diseases 30 

10 

23 

19 

32 

5$ 

19 

71 

13 

29 

Deaths  from  all 
other  Causes  301 

293 

318 

322 

293 

■119 

422 

352 

313 

318 

Total  Deaths  for 


each  year  

331 

309 

341 

341 

325 

477 

411 

423 

331 

317 

Death  Rate  at  per 
1000  from  7 Zymotic 
Diseases 

17 

0 91 

1-35 

111 

1-50 

3 3 

•9 

3-38 

*85 

1-38 

Death  Rate  from  all 
other  causes 

177 

17  23 

18-7 

18-9 

14  30 

2033 

20 

1070 

14-9 

15-11 

Death  Rate  from  all 
causes  

10-4 

1877 

20-0 

200 

15  93 

2315 

21 

2)14 

1570 

1 G*5 

One  hundred  and  sixty  deaths,  under  five  years  of 
age,  have  occurred  in  the  District,  and  two  in  the  Work- 
house  (one  of  these  belonged  to  Cannock,  and  the  other  to 
Prewood,  total  one  hundred  and  sixty-two,  a ratio  at  per 
thousand  living  of  7'7  ; against  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven,  a ratio  at  per  thousand  of  7‘95  in  1894. 

Cive  deaths,  three  females  and  two  males,  the  first 
having  occurred  on  March  30th,  and  the  last  on  May  12th, 
are  referred  to  Influenza,  the  youngest,  a female,  aged  17 
years,  and  the  eldest,  a male,  (5(5  years  ; in  three  instances 
coupled  with  Pneumonia,  and  in  two  with  heart  failure, 
one  of  these  after  child-birth. 


Forty-six  deaths  happened  in  the  Workhouse,  two 
under  and  forty-four  over  five  years  of  age,  twenty-five  of 
these  from  Cannock,  and  twenty  from  other  districts,  and 
one  \\  it  h no  settled  place  of  residence. 

An  Inquest  was  held  in  fifteen  instances,  viz.,  in  all 
, ' , 1,8  ascribed  to  injury;  in  one  on  an  infant 

where  the  death  was  attributed  to  improper  or  insufii- 


Uncertified 

Deaths. 


Primary 

Vaccinations. 


Sanitary  Con- 
dition of 
Green  Heath 
and 

Five  Ways. 


Adoption  of 
Infectious 
Diseases  (No- 
tification) Act 


cient  food ; another,  a male,  found  dead,  verdict  that  he 
died  from  fatty  degeneration  of  heart;  another,  a girl  of 
fourteen  years,  verdict  from  Pneumonia,  and  that  death 
was  accelerated  by  want  of  medical  attendance;  and  last, 
a man,  aged  thirty-fmr  years,  found  on  towing-path  of 
Birmingham  Canal,  at  Leaenft,  verdict  effusion  of  blood 
on  the  brain. 

The  number  of  Deaths  returned  as  not  certified  is 
ten;  against  five  returned  in  the  previous  year;  seven  of 
these  were  under  one  year,  the  three  others  aged  respec- 
tively— fifty-six,  thirty-three,  and  thirty-nine  years. 

From  a Return  kindly  supplied  by  Mi*.  F.  G.  Roach, 
Vaccination  Officer,  the  Births  are  stated  as  842,  the 
number  successfully  vaccinated  453,  dead  unvaccinated 
138,  unvaccinated  251  ; this  gives  a ratio  of  vaccinations 
to  births  of  '538,  against  one  of  ‘625  for  1894. 

Mr.  Roach  adds:  “Of  the  number  unvaccinated,  from 
40  to  50  per  cent,  will,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  events, 
be  successfully  vaccinated  within  the  next  three  months. 

In  my  three  last  Annual  Reports,  allusion  was  made 
to  the  unfinished  and  undrained  condition  of  Green  Heath 
and  Five  Ways,  the  former,  more  especially  as  to  surface, 
and  the  latter  as  to  surface  and  drainage,  and  in  the  latter 
instance,  as  stated  in  my  report  for  1894,  it  was  stated 
that  plans  had  been  prepared  and  levels  taken  for  the 
improvement  of  both  these  conditions,  and  that  both  had 
been  abandoned  for  reasons  assigned.  During  the  year  to 
which  this  Report  applies,  at  least  two  additional  schemes 
and  plans  have  been  submitted  for  the  sewerage  of  Five 
Ways,  one  of  which  has  been  abandoned  on  the  score,  1 
believe,  of  having  to  he  conveyed  through  private  prop- 
erty, and  the  difficulties  and  cost  of  compensation  ; the 
other  is  now  under  consideration,  awaiting  the  expiry  of 
the  necessary  legal  three  months'  notice  to  an  adjoining 
parish  (Norton  Canes),  through  a small  portion  of  which 
the  sewers  would  have  to  be  conveyed,  and  the  final  sanc- 
tion of  the  Local  Government  Board. 


I reported  in  my  Annual  Report  for  the  previous 
year  that  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act  had 
been  adopted  from  the  1st  of  June  in  that  year.  No 
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Ou  tlier  provision  lias,  as  yet,  been  made  for  the  reception 
and  treatment  of  eases  of  general  infectious  disease. 

During  the  year,  at  the  instance  of  the  County  Medi- 
for  ^ombired  (!l'  ^^*cor>  * b\  Reid,  a meeting  of  medical  officers  for  the 
Districts!  various  localities  in  the  County  has  been  convened  and 
proposals  discussed  for  the  establishment  of  “Combined 
Hospital  Districts”  in  the  County,  and  it  appears  to  me 
that,  if  suitable  and  convenient  districts  can  be  so 
arranged,  and  the  hospitals  so  placed  as  not  to  be  too 
remote  from  any  of  the  places  they  may  be  required  to 
serve,  such  a system—  where  a permanent  staff  of  nurses 
and  officers  would  have,  more  or  less,  to  be  maintained— 
would  be,  I presume,  to  a great  extent,  interchangeable, 
and  would  be  most  desirable,  both  on  the  score  of  economy 
and  practicability.  In  the  meantime,  if  our  present  hospital 
for  Small  Pox  be  not  required,  and  1 hope  it  may  not  be, 
at  least  for  some  time  to  come,  I would  submit  that  even 
as  suggested  by  Dr.  Reid  when  he  inspected  it,  it  might, 
on  emergency,  with  proper  precautions,  be  used  for  other 
forms  of  infectious  disease,  and  more  especially  that, 
during  the  interval  since  its  occupation  by  any  cases  of 
the  disease,  a child  has  been  born  to  the  caretakers,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Rogers,  and  this  has  not  taken  any  harm, 
although  I know  that  the  wise  precaution  of  vaccination 
has  not  been  omitted.  Under  any  circumstances,  the 
adoption  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act 
will  be  of  but  small  advantage  unless  provision  be  made 
for  the  reception  and  treatment  of  cases  of  infectious  dis- 
ease, other  than  Small  Pox,  especially  Scarlatina,  although 

I do  not  for  a moment  believe  in  the  substitution  of  any 
means  ot  human  devising,  as  superseding,  but  rather  sup- 
plementing the  divine  law  and  order  of  things. 

Additonal  our  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Peake, 

WaterSupply  informs  me  that  1,025  yards  of  additional  water-mains 
have  been  laid  during  the  year,  by  the  South  Staffordshire 
A a ter  works  Company  ; as  against  1,700  yards  in  the  pre- 
ceding year.  I liese  are  as  follows  Plantation-read, 
^ l'st  ( hadsmoor,  203;  Ita wnsley-road,  ‘210;  Hednesford- 
roiul.  leading  to  Kawnslev,  old;  Hazel  Slade-read,  90. 

I I c also  informs  me  that  one  hundred  additional  houses 
luncheon  supplied  with  this  Company's  water,  against  one 
hundred  and  twenty  in  the  previous  year.  He  further 
stati. v that  tin'  number  ol  houses  built  during  tin'  rear  is 
ho;  total  number  in  the  District,  3,989. 
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Death  Rate 
for  the  Year. 


There  is  a slight  increase  in  the  total  death-rate  over 
the  preceding  year,  which  is  l (>* 5,  against  1-V76;  although 
this  is  so  slight  as  not  to  require  special  comment,  both 
being  still  low,  and  probably  partly  to  ba  accounted  for  by 
increase  of  population. 

And  now,  Gentleman,  I must  bring  my  duties  as  your 
Medical  Officer,  a position  which  l have  held  for  between 
eighteen  and  nineteen  years,  under  the  present  and  pre- 
ceding Boards,  to  a conclusion,  desiring  to  acknowledge 
the  many  kindnesses  and  courtesies  I have  received,  more 
especially  from  those  members  of  your  present  Board 
under  whom  I have  longest  held  office,  and  with  best 
wishes  for  the  future  success  of  your  Authority,  hoping 
that  its  labours  and  deliberations  may  contribute  to  the 
improvement  of  the  District  in  sanitary  and  other  respects, 

I beg  to  subscribe  myself, 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  C.  BLACKFORD. 

Cannock,  March  23rd,  1806. 


APPENDIX. 

Area  of  Distinct  in  Acres 
Population  as  per  Census  1801 
No.  of  Houses  in  District 
Newly  erected  during  the  year... 


8,000 

20,613 

3,939 


Appended  are  the  Local  Government  Board  Tables 
A and  B,  also  your  Sanitary  Inspector's  Annual  Report. 
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ITARY  AUTHORITY. 

Sanitary  District;  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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Number  of  suen  Cases  Removed  from  tiikiu  Homes  is  the  several 
Localities  for  Treatment  in  Isolation  Hospital. 


No  Isolation  Hospital  except  for  Small  Pox. 


H. — The  Locality  in  which  the  Small  Pox 
Hospital  is  situate. 


_A_  iSTlNTTr -A_I_j  REPORT 


OF 

THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

TO  THE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CANNOCK 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1895. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting1  my  fourth  Annual 
Report  of  the  work  earned  out  in  my  Department  for  the 
year  ended  December  31st,  1895. 

During  the  year  1 and  my  Assistant  have  made  2,901 
inspections  of  premises  throughout  the  District,  and  have 
detected  220  nuisances  of  various  descriptions,  the  partic- 
ulars of  which  are  appended  in  the  Summary  to  this 
Report. 

In  compliance  with  the  various  sections  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875,  44  legal  notices  and  182  preliminary 
notices  were  served  for  the  abatement  of  the  nuisances,  of 
which  225  have  been  satisfactorily  complied  with.  The 
remaining  nuisance,  still  unabated,  is  carried  forward 
to  be  dealt  with. 

For  your  convenience,  I have  given  statistics  showing 
the  various  description  of  nuisances  which  have  been 
abated  during  the  above  period,  and  the  number  of  new 
buildings  erected  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  periodical  inspections  have  been 
made  by  me  in  various  parts  of  the  District  as  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  water  used  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes, 
also  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  such  supply. 

Tn  some  cases  where  the  water  was  obtained  from 
shallow  wells,  the  supply  was  insufficient  during  certain 
parts  of  the  year. 


In  six  cases  samples  of  water  were  taken,  and  five  of 
them  condemned  bv  the  Medical  Ofiicer  of  Health  as  unfit 
for  drinking  or  domestic  purposes.  1 had  correspondence 
with  the  property  owners,  informing  them  of  the  water 
which  had  been  condemned,  and  the  insufficient  supply, 
which  were  acknowledged,  and  in  several  cases  the  South 
Staffordshire  Company’s  water  laid  on. 


Several  owners  of  property  situated  at  West  Chads- 
moor  have  given  orders  to  the  South  Staffordshire  Water 
Co.  to  lay  on  their  water,  hut  owing  to  several  owners  re- 
fusing to  take  the  water,  the  Company  decline  to  extend 
their  mains.  They  have,  however,  extended  their  main 
along  the  Huntington  Terrace-road  to  the  junction  of 
Belt-road,  and  supplied  seven  houses  with  their  water. 


During  the  year  the  South  Staffordshire  Works  Co. 
have  supplied  100  houses  in  various  parts  of  the  District 
with  their  water,  and  have  laid  1,025  yards  of  additional 
water  mains  in  various  parts  of  the  District,  vi/. 

Plantation-road  ...  ...  ...  ...  203  yards 

Rawnsley-road  ...  ...  ...  ...  219  ,, 

Hazel  Slade-road  ...  ...  ...  ...  90  ,, 

Hednesfoi  d-road,  leading  to  Rawnslcy...  513 


Total 


1025 


The  different  parts  of  the  District  sfil!  without  the 
Company’s  water  mains  an?:-  West  Chadsmoor,  Pye 
Green-road,  and  Cannock-mad.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
West  Chadsmoor,  near  the  tramway,  there  are  1 1 houses, 
several  of  which  have  not  a sufficient  supply,  although 
orders  have  been  given  to  the  Company  to  supply  9 of 
ihesc  with  their  water.  On  the  Pye  Green-road  there  are 
24  houses,  which,  in  some  cases,  have  but  a limited  supply. 
Orders  have  also  been  given  to  the  Company  to  lav  on 
their  water  to  a block  of  15  houses,  known  as  Lovatt’s 
Buildings,  and  2 houses  belonging  to  Mr.  Enoch  Wedge. 
Inspections  are  being  made  as  to  the  quality  of  the  water, 
and  the  sufficiency  of  the  supply,  to  the  remaining  number 
of  houses  on  Pye  Green-road  and  West  Chadsmoor, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  during  the  ensuing  year,  the  whole  of 
the  houses  in  these  localities  will  be  supplied  with  the 
Company’s  water. 


Cannock  Wood,  an  outlying  district,  with  a popula- 
tion of  about  450  inhabitants,  is  a considerable  distance 
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House 

Drainage. 


from  tlio  Company's  mains,  and  offers,  at  present,  no 
facility  for  their  extension.  It  contains  but  a few  number 
of  houses,  lying  some  distance  apart.  The  inhabitants 
obtain  their  water  from  springs  and  dee})  wells  in  the 
locality,  and  1 am  pleased  to  report  that  no  complaints 
have  been  made  by  them  of  the  condition  of  the  water  and 
its  supply. 

During  the  year  inspections  have  been  made  through- 
out the  District,  as  to  the  general  condition  of  House 
Drainage,  and  upon  such  inspections  have  detected  44 
nuisances  arising  from  various  structural  defects,  the  par- 
ticulars of  which  will  be  found  under  the  heading  of 
House  Drainage  in  the  statistics  given. 

In  some  cases  no  proper  system  of  drainage  existed, 
and  it  was  necessary  to  construct  new  drains,  and  connect 
with  the  main  sewer.  Other  nuisances  found  were  defec- 
tive traps,  and  stoppage  in  drains.  At  three  houses 
situated  ffi  Market-street,  Hednesford,  complaints  were 
made  by  the  tenants,  of  the  offensive  smells  arising  from 
the  drains.  An  examination  of  the  drains  was  made  by 
me,  which  were  found  to  be  constructed  under  the  kitchen 
floors,  and  in  a defective  condition.  For  the  abatement  of 
these  nuisances,  they  were  reported  to  you,  and  the  usual 
notices  served,  and  the  works  recommended  by  me  were 
satisfactorily  carried  out. 

Twenty-five  new  drains  have  been  laid  from  houses 
erected  in  the  District  during  the  year,  of  which  4 have 
been  connected  with  cesspools,  and  the  remaining  '21  with 
the  main  sewer,  which  are  recorded  in  the  Drainage  Hooks 
for  reference. 


The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  description 
of  premises  to  which  new  drains  have  been  laid,  and 
defective  ones  re-constructed : — 


Houses 

Schools 

Stables 

Slaughter  Houses 
Pigstyes 
Water  Closets 

Sanitary  Conveniences  at  Works  ... 


8!) 


I 

15 

:W 

1 


The  following  is  a list  of  Private  Streets,  in  various 
parts  of  the  District,  where  a considerable  number  of 
houses  are  built,  and  no  provisison  made  tor  connection 
with  sewers: — 
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Privies  and 
Ashpits. 


Chapel-street 

Staftord-street 

Bank-street 

Blewitt-street 

Abbey-street 

More ton-street 

John-street 

Artliur-street 

Cecil -street 

Church-street 

Church-street 

Now-street 

Caxton-street 

Queen-street 

Victoria-street 

Penk  ridge-road 


Five  Ways,  Heath  Hayes. 


) 

1 


Green  Heath. 


Chadsmoor. 

j 

| Bride-town  (West). 

K k 


In  several  of  the  above  streets  old  drains  have  been 
used  for  conveying  away  house  drainage,  which,  in  some 
cases,  are  at  present  emptying  into  streams.  The  drain 
conveying  the  refuse  from  part  of  tin*  buildings  in  .lohn- 
street,  which  emptied  into  the  water  course  between 
Chadsmoor  and  Hightown,  has  been  taken  out  of  the 
brook  and  connected  with  the  main  sewer.  A systematic 
inspection  is  being  made  in  various  parts  of  the  District, 
as  to  the  pollution  of  streams,  and  notices  served  upon 
property-owners  to  connect  with  the  main  sewers,  which 
are,  in  many  cases,  receiving  immediate  attention. 


During  my  inspections  throughout  the  1 list rict,  my 
attention  has  been  given  to  the  general  condition  of 
Privies  and  Ashpits.  Thirty-four  nuisances  of  various 
descriptions  have  been  detected,  the  particulais  of  -which 
will  be  found  in  the  statistics  given.  In  many  instances 
the  privies  and  ashpits  were  found  to  be  in  such  a 
delapidated  condition  as  to  necessitate  pulling  down  and 
constructing  new  ones.  In  other  cases  the  accommodation 
was  insufficient.  The  usual  notices  were  served,  and  in 
all  cases,  except  one,  the  work  satisfactorily  carried  out. 


In  several  better-class  houses  water-closets  have  been 
put  in,  new  ashpits  built,  and  the  drains  connected  with 
the  main  sewer,  under  my  supervision. 

At  the  new  Board  Schools,  Five  Ways,  Heath  Haves, 
21  new  water-closets  of  the  trough  pattern  have  been 
erected,  fitted  with  Hodin  and  Co.'s  patent  flushing  cis- 
terns and  pipes  complete,  proper  ventilation  provided,  and 
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Slaughter 

Houses. 


Meat 

Inspection 


Night  Soil 
Removal. 


new  drains  constructed  with  inspective  chambers  at  suit- 
able points,  and  connected  with  the  main  sewer  (intended). 

The  total  number  of  Slaughter  Houses  on  the  Register 
is  29,  as  against  28  of  the  previous  year.  During  the  year 
periodical  inspections  have  been  made  as  to  their  condi- 
tion, and,  in  several  instances,  preliminary  notices  have 
been  served  for  the  removal  of  offal,  and  cleansing,  which 
were  complied  with. 

The  usual  instructions  have  been  given  for  white- 
washing, and  the  general  cleansing  of  the  slaughterhouses, 
and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  my  instructions  have  been 
satisfactorily  carried  out. 

During  the  year  visits  have  been  made  by  the  Medical 
Officer  and  myself  of  the  Slaughter  Houses,  Market  Halls, 
and  Butchers’  shops  in  the  District,  and  inspected  the 
meat  intended  for  human  food.  On  September  17th,  an 
inspection  was  made  by  me  of  a live  animal  in  the 
slaughter  house,  occupied  by  William  Hoon,  which  was 
poor  and  appeared  to  be  suffering  from  disease.  A visit 
was  made  on  the  18th,  when  it  was  expected  to  be 
slaughtered,  but  the  carcase  was  found  at  Hednesford  sta- 
tion,  consigned  to  Birmingham.  A telegram  was  sent  to  the 
Birmingham  Inspector  informing  him  of  the  consignment, 
and  the  meat  was  seized  by  him  and  condemned. 


The  cost  of  the  removal  of  Night  Soil  during  the  year 
was  as  follows  : — 


£ s.  d. 

Amount  of  Contract  ...  ...  ...  100  0 0 

Bonus  received  calculated  on  the  increased 

number  of  houses  on  the  rate -books  ...  13  13  8 


Total  £413  13  8 


During  the  year  the  Contractor  has  emptied  2,961 
ashpits.  Inspections  were  made  of  the  works,  and  those 
which  were  found  not  satisfactory,  the  attention  of  the 
Contractor  was  called,  and  the  complaint  remedied.  I 
have  to  report  that  throughout  my  inspections  the  work 
has  generally  been  found  satisfactory.  In  several  cases 
my  attention  has  been  called  by  the  Contractor  to  the 
builders’  refuse  thrown  into  the  ashpits  after  their  works 
have  been  completed,  and  the  difficulty  lie  had  in  cleansin 


Urinals. 


General  Con 
dition  of 
Dwellings. 


Small  Pox 
Hospital. 


New 

Buildings. 


flie  ashpits  containing  brick-ends.  The  attention  of  the 
builders  was  called,  and  I am  pleased  to  repoil  that  no 
further  cause  of  complaint  was  necessary. 

The  number  of  Urinals  belonging  to  the  Council  is  1, 
which  are  situated  at  Hednesford  and  Cannock.  During 
the  year  these  have  been  regularly  cleansed,  disinfected, 
and  periodically  Hushed. 

During  the  year  inspections  have  been  made  nstotho 
general  condition  of  the  inside  of  Dwellings,  and  the  pre- 
mises outside.  The  particulars  of  my  inspections  will  be 
found  in  the  statistics  given  under  the  above  heading. 
Nuisances  were  found  arising  from  delapiclated  brick 
sinks,  scullery  walls,  and  floors.  1 had  correspondence 
with  the  property-owners,  informing  them  of  the  condition 
of  the  premises,  which  received  their  attention,  and  the 
nuisances  remedied.  In  many  cases  brick  sinks  have  been 
taken  out  and  earthenware  sinks  fixed,  and  in  new  build- 
ings the  latter  have  been  generally  provided,  which,  from 
a sanitary  point  of  view,  are  an  improvement. 

In  some  parts  of  the  District  many  improvements 
have  been  carried  out  by  the  owners  to  their  properties. 
Several  wash-houses  have  been  re-constructed,  Horn  s re- 
laid,  yards  paved,  spouting  provided,  and  other  improve- 
ments made,  which  have  given  comfort  and  convenience 
to  the  tenants. 

Instructions  have  been  given  to  the  tenants  as  to  the 
cleansing  of  drains,  traps,  and  other  sanitary  conveniences, 
which  were  satisfactorily  carried  out  by  them.  1 am 
pleased  to  report  that  considerable  improvement  has  taken 
place  throughout  the  I listriet  in  the  sanitary  arrangements, 
and  that  the  nuisances  detected  have  been  abated  by  the 
people  responsible,  without  taking  any  legal  proceedings. 

During  the  year  periodical  visits  have  been  made  to 
the  Small  Pox  Hospital,  and  have  on  every  occasion  found 
the  Hospital  and  furniture  in  clean  condition. 

1 am  pleased  to  report  that  no  cases  of  Small  Pox 
have  been  received  into  the  Hospital  during  the  vear. 

During  the  year  52  plans  have  been  submitted  and 
approved,  and  the  following  are  the  descriptions  of  build- 


ings  erected,  viz  : — 

Houses 

52 

Stables 

4 

Wash-houses 

3 

Pigsty  es  

19 

Alterations  and  Additions  to  Premises  ... 

10 

Workshops  ... 

Shops 

1 

4 

Schools 

i 

Coffee  House 

i 

Office 

i 

Boiler  House 

i 

Total  

97 

Plans  for  the  following  buildings,  which 

were  also 

submitted  and  approved,  have  not  been  built : — 

Houses 

13 

Additional  Rooms  ... 

1 

Pigstyes  ...  

2 

Extension  of  Workshop  ... 

1 

Office  

1 

Total 

18 

The  following  are  particulars  of  the  number  of  houses 
in  each  Ward  on  the  Rate  Rook  to  October,  1895  : — 


CAXNOCK  WARD 

Cannock  Polling  District 
Bridgtown  „ 


786 

•178 

1264 


CHADSMOOll  WARD. 

Chadsmoor  Polling  Distr:ct 
Five  Ways  „ 


804 

496 

1300 


HEDN’RSFORD  WARD. 

West  Hill  Polling  District  ...  ... 

Littleworth  ••• 

1374 


Ml 


Total 


• • • 


• • • 


t • • 


3938 


24 


The  total  number  of  Houses  in  the  District 
on  the  31st  December,  1892  ... 


Number  of  Houses  built  during  the 
preceding  years  : 

Year  ended  December  31st,  1393  ... 

Year  ended  December  31st,  1394  ... 

Year  ended  December  31st,  1895  ... 


three 


72 

48 

55 

— 3989 


Number  of  Houses  for  which  plans  have 

been  approved,  and  expected  to  be  built  ^ ^ 

during  the  ensuing  year 

m ...  4000 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  PEAKE, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


Sanitary  Inspector's  Ofl'c ;, 
January  30tli,  1896. 


SANITARY  WORK  FOR  YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31,  1895. 


Description  of  Nuisances. 

2 ^ 

.»Ji 

<5  a 

Formal 
dt ices  hi/ 
uthority. 

i 

£ 

£ £ 

* cr  • 
s Q 

C r>i  ho 

•i  ® £ 
£ 

' Structural  defects  ... 

4 

4 

4 

Dwelling 

i Foul  conditions 

O 

aj 

. • . 

2 

2 

Houses 

Overcrowding 

1 

1 

... 

1 

( 

^ Unlit  for  habitation 

... 

. . . 

... 

• . • 

House 

Defective  traps 

13 

3 

10 

13 

Defective  drains 

18 

6 

12 

18 

Drainage  ^No  drainage 

13 

13 

... 

13 

Insufficient  Privy  j 
and  Ashpit 

Privy  & 

2 

2 

. . • 

1 

Accommodation  ) 

Ashpit 

Accom- 

Re-construction  of) 
Privies  & Ashpits) 

32 

17 

15 

32 

modal  ion 

Conversion  Privies) 
into  Water  Closets  ) 

7 

... 

7 

7 

Deposits  of  refuse 

4 

4 

4 

Stagnant  water  in  cellars 

1 

... 

1 

1 

Bad  construction  of  Pigsty es  ... 

2 

... 

2 

2 

Paved  areas  out  of  repair 
Whitewashing  and  cleansing") 

2 

114 

• • • 

2 

114 

2 

114 

Slaughter  Houses  ) 

o ^ 

Offensive 

trades... 

1 

1 

• • • 

1 

Defective  water  closets... 

Canal  Boats — Infringement  of) 

2 

8 

1 

1 

8 

2 

8 

the  Acts  (see  special  report)  ) 

Ashpits  cleansed...  ...  2961 

Totals 

226 

44 

182 

225 

Food  Supply  and  Water. 

Seizure  of  Unwholesome  Food  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Houses  supplied  with  Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 


CANNOCK  URBAN  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 


CANAL  BOATS  ACTS-  1877  & 1884. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Inspector 

FOR  YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31ST,  1895. 


C HNTLEMEN, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  of  the 
work  carried  out  under  the  Canal  Boats  Aris — 1877  and  1884,  for  the 
year  ended  December  31st,  1895.  During  the  year  visits  have  been 
made  to  the  coal  wharves  at  East  Cannock  and  Walk  Mill,  being  the 
two  chief  places  where  cabin  boats  are  loaded. 

Twelve  visits  were  made  to  the  East  Cannock  wharf,  and  live 
visits  to  the  Walk  Mill  wharf,  during  the  year,  and  inspected  and 
reported  to  my  Council  a total  number  of  43  cabin  boats. 

Upon  making  enquiries  as  to  the  few  number  of  cabin  boats 
found  on  the  occasion  of  my  visit  I was  informed  that  many  of  the 
cabin  boats  which  had  travelled  to  the  East  Cannock  wharf  were 
working  in  other  districts,  and  open  boats  more  largely  used. 


On  several  occasions  visits  have  been  made  to  the  above  wharves, 
but  no  cabin  boats  wore  found,  and  in  some  instances  the  cabins  were 
locked  up,  and  the  masters  gone  home  on  account  of  the  canal  bein<>- 
frozen. 

The  infringements  of  the  Acts,  which  came  under  our  notice  were 


as  follows : — 

Marking  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Absence  of  Certificates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

No  proper  water  vessel  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Painting  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  j 

Certificate  not  identifying  owner  with  Boat  ...  ...  1 

Cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


8 


Total 


• • • 


27 


The  above  complaints  have  been  dealt  with  as  follows  : — 

Marking. — Letter  received  from  the  owner  of  the  boat  saying  that  the 
register  number  had  been  marked  on  the  boat. 

Absence  of  Certificate.  -Letter  received  from  the  owner  stating  that 
certificate  had  been  sent  to  the  master. 

No  proper  Water  Vessel. — The  water  vessel  had  been  broken  on  the 
journey,  and  another  one  would  be  purchased. 

Painting. — Letter  received  from  the  owner  saying  that  the  boat  had 
been  broken  up. 

Certificate,  not  identifying  Owner  with  Hunt. — Letter  received  from  the 
Wolverhampton  Inspector  saying  the  boat  had  been  registered  at 
Wolverhampton,  and  the  certificate  sent  to  the  owner. 

Cleanliness. — The  masters’  attention  were  called  to  the  uncleanly  con- 
dition of  the  cabins,  an  d requested  to  have  same  cleansed,  and, 
upon  a second  inspection,  were  found  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  the  total  number  of  occupants  of  the  boats  in- 
spected were  as  set  out  in  the  following  summary,  together  with  the 
ages  of  the  children. 

Enquiries  were  made  as  to  the  children  of  school  age  attending 
school,  and  I was  informed  by  the  parents  that  they  attended  school 
in  the  town  where  they  were  staying. 


Summary  of 

the 

number  of 

Occupants  found 

on  Canal 

Boats 

during  the  year 

Month. 

Males.  Females. 

Children. 

Children 
between  5 

Children 

5 years 

Males 

between 

January  ... 

5 

and  12  yrs. 

& under. 

• • • 

12  & 14. 

• • • 

February ... 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

|M 

• • • 

• • • 

March 

10 

4 

6 

5 

• • • 

1 

April 

11 

1 

1 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

May 

8 

2 

1 

• • • 

1 

Ml 

June 

... 

• • • 

, , , 

• * • 

• • • 

• • • 

July 

14 

4 

3 

1 

2 

Ml 

August 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• M 

• • • 

September 

*> 

o 

1 

1 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

October  ... 

7 

1 

1 

• II 

1 

November 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

• • • 

December 

G 

>2 

1 

1 

. . . 

• •t 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65 

18 

16 

8 

G 

2 

28 


During  ray  inspections  of  the  cabins,  I have  more  particularly 
directed  ray  attention  to  the  health  and  general  condition  of  the 
occupants,  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  no  cases  of  sickness  or 
infectious  disease  was  met  with  during  the  year,  and  the  cleanly 
condition  of  the  occupants  was  satisfactory. 

I have  again  plcastuc  in  reporting  that  dm  ingray  inspections  1 
have  received  courteous  treatment  from  the  masters,  and  every 
assistance  has  been  given  by  them  during  ray  examinations  of  the 
boats. 


I am,  Gentlen  on, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  PEAKE, 

Inspector  of  Canal  Boats. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  0 flier*, 

Council  Offices,  Cannock, 

January  6th,  1896. 


I 


vv 


